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actions cause an outbreak of hostilities. They may rest
assured, however, that now that Japan has shown what an
Eastern Power can do, selfish aggression in any form will
be repelled by combined action,

The United States of America have always been very
friendly to Japan and China, and there arc no good Reasons
why they should not remain so. Since, however, they
became a colonising nation and potentially a great naval
Power after the Spanish-American War, there has been, as
is well known, a certain amount of strain or friction intro-
duced into their relations. As we have shown, there
is not sufficient to justify the fear of an outbreak of war
between the United States and either Japan or China,
or the two combined, as they probably would be if it
came to a struggle between the East and the West. The
influence and example of the United States will have
great results, not only in the Pacific area, but also in all
parts of the world, and if they and Great Britain headed a
federation they would not only reconcile the East and the
West, but also maintain peace, not only in the Pacific
area, but also in the whole world. It is to be hoped that
the recent developments of Imperialism and Militarism in
the United States will not lead to a condition in all the
countries bounded by the Pacific area such as at present
exists in Europe. The words of Mr. Taft on his inaugura-
tion as President were not encouraging; in fact, Mr. Birrell,
the Chief Secretary for Ireland, called them "words of
doom," for they shattered some of the best aspirations of
humanity, since the United States of America had always
been looked upon as a strong, unarmed nation*

Germany is probably the most disturbing factor in the
solution of the problem of the reduction of armaments.
Shortly before the recent Hague Conference, Prince Bialow
announced that the German Government could not take part
in a discussion of the subject, which, momentous as it was,
was yet unpractical. He was supported with enthusiasm in
the Reichstag by members of all parties except the Social